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This summer saw the release of Pokémon 
Go and the resulting number of 
individuals who have taken to the streets 
in an attempt to catch Pokémon. 
Becoming wildly popular, the game has 
inspired many to go outdoors, walk 
around, and interact with others.  
However, there have been unfortunate 
downsides to playing the game.  
     Perhaps the most widespread hazard 
of playing the game has been players not 
being mindful of their surroundings.  
People have walked into traffic, off cliffs, 
and into bodies of water.  People are 
even playing while driving, which has 
resulted in several accidents including 
one incident where a person hit a patrol 
car.  Although the game itself reminds 
people to be safe and pay attention to 
their surroundings, many have still failed 
to do so.  
     In addition to a lack of situational 
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awareness, players have been caught 
trespassing, been lured out by others and 
mugged, and have even been assaulted.  
With this in mind, schools and campuses 
across the country should be considering 
the additional safety issues that may 
arise as students playing Pokémon Go 
return to classes.     
     Knowing the popularity of the game, 
Western Illinois University just released a 
full-color Western Illinois University 
Campus Poké Map.  While featuring 50 
pokéstops and 6 gyms, the map also 
includes relevant safety information.  The 
map clearly highlights the location and 
phone number for the Office of Public 
Safety and bears the reminder “Always 
be aware of your surroundings, and 
travel in groups if possible.  Be sure to 
follow parking regulations.”  An 
additional safety benefit of the WIU 

Playing it Safe with Pokémon Go 

Preparing for National Campus Safety Awareness Month 

The days and weeks before 
heading off to college are a 
whirlwind.  There are books 
to purchase, schedules to 
verify, supplies and 
furnishings to pick out, and 
even moving to be done.  It 

is a time of transition where, among the business and 
excitement, sometimes students don’t think about safety.  For 
many, heading off to college is their first real experience away 

from home and although their parents may tell them to be safe, 
what exactly does being safe entail?  Does it mean not walking 
alone at night? Being sure to keep your doors locked? Being 
careful about who you choose to spend time with?  Driving 
carefully?  Cooking carefully?   
     This month, as students converge on college campuses around 
the state, is the perfect time to prepare for National Campus 
Safety Awareness Month and National Campus Fire Safety Month 
in September.   For more information on campus safety and 
security, visit clerycenter.org and campusfiresafety.org. 

Continued on page 4 “Pokémon” 
Image courtesy of WIU University Relations 

https://wiurelations.files.wordpress.com/2016/08/wiu-pokemap.jpg
http://www.wiu.edu/vpaps/university_relations/


Students will be able to enter some dorms 
this fall using a redesigned Wildcard, one 
which University administrators say 
reflects Northwestern’s new visual identity 
and marks a shift away from conventional 
security. 
     The cards, 
equipped with 
computer chips that 
grant access to 
“secured campus 
facilities,” will be 
issued to all new 
students, faculty 
and staff beginning 
Aug. 1, associate 
provost for 
academic initiatives 
Jake Julia said. He 
added the Wildcard 
was long overdue 
for a redesign and 
that the inclusion of “smart card” 
technology “unequivocally” symbolized a 
new means of access on campus. 
     “For most folks — faculty, staff and 
students — to carry their Wildcards with 
them for parking or the library is just a 
service function,” he said. “Having one 
card that would do all that versus having 
different keys would just make life easier.” 
     Over the past 18 months, executive 
director of Residential Services Paul Riel 

said University officials had constructed a 
plan to replace dorm keys with the new 
“smart cards.” 
     In the fall, four residential buildings — 
Allison Hall, Shepard Residential College, 

1838 Chicago and 
Goodrich House — will 
take advantage of the 
new “access control” 
system. Residents of the 
four dorms will use their 
Wildcards to enter both 
public spaces and private 
rooms, a change Riel said 
would make the campus 
more secure. 
     “If someone loses a 
card we’re able to quickly 
disable it and prevent 
someone else from 
accessing a different 
space or room,” he said. 

“You just have a lot more access control 
when you move to a higher technology.” 
     In addition, students who live in any of 
the newly renovated South Campus dorms 
will be able to use their Wildcards to move 
“seamlessly” through each building. 
Previously, key swabs only allowed 
entrance into a student’s own living space. 
     “The current model is if you don’t live in 
a building, you don’t have access,” Riel 
said. “All of this solves that — it allows us 

to control who has access to spaces when 
and provides a lot more opportunities for 
seamless programming.” 
     Riel said over the next four to five years 
he hoped to eliminate all physical keys in 
dorms and replace them with the new 
“smart cards.” 
     Plans for the Wildcard redesign began 
last year, when Julia said a group of 
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Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment Team 

October 6 - Malcolm X City Colleges of Chicago 

October 27 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment 

November 9 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb Incidents 

January 11 - Illinois State University, Normal 

Upcoming  
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Click on the course to register 

Questions? 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 
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University to eliminate dorm keys, 
replace with redesigned Wildcard 
By David Fishman, Assistant Summer Editor, The Daily Northwestern 
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 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-
Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral 
Threat Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

September 28-30 - Illinois Association 
of School Administrators (IASA) Annual 
Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-18 - Illinois Principals 
Association, Education Leaders Fall 
Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-22 - National School Safety 
Week 

October 17-21 - National School Bus 
Safety Week 

November 18-20 - Joint Annual 
Conference of the Illinois Association 
of School Boards, Illinois Association of 
School Administrators, and Illinois 
Association of School Business Officials,  
Chicago 

December 5-6 - Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents, Raising 
Student Achievement Conference,     
St. Charles 

Although unintended, an underlying 
theme began to emerge as this issue of 
School & Campus Safety 
NEWS was assembled.  From 
the smartcards discussed in 
David Fishman’s article, to the 
release of Pokémon Go, 
technology plays a role in 
school and campus safety. 
     Most recently, Iowa has 
launched a program with the 
potential to curtail or even 
prevent certain school 
emergencies using 
technology.  This new 
program, which is currently 
limited in size, provides secured high 
speed WIFI in school parking lots for law 
enforcement officers.   

   Having the WIFI is expected to promote 
school safety during emergencies as well 

as on a daily basis.  The 
everyday benefits include 
officers routinely being in the 
parking lots whenever they 
need to access the WIFI, which 
can act as a deterrent to 
violence.  Additionally, routine 
use increases the likelihood 
that an officer will be onsite or 
nearby when an emergency 
occurs.   
     During emergencies the 
WIFI will allow for faster 
communication between the 

responding stakeholders, which is pivotal 
in responding to emergencies effectively 
and efficiently. 

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

September 13 - Monmouth 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

October 11 - Monmouth 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety 
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Click on the course to register 

Questions? 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 
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“Indicators of School Crime and Safety: 
2015” was released in May 2016.  
Produced by the Bureau of Justice 
Statistics and the National Center for 
Education Statistics, this latest edition 
provides information on indicators such 
as: school environment; student and 
teacher victimization; fights, weapons, 
and illegal substances; discipline, safety, 
and security measures; and more.  
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http://www.bjs.gov/content/pub/pdf/iscs15.pdf


Continued from page 2 “Wildcards” 

representatives from the Wildcard Office, 
Student Affairs and Global Marketing was 
formed to gather input from the 
community. 
     “For a number of folks who travel 
internationally, (it) was important that 
the new card say Northwestern 
University,” he said. “For our students, 
(it) was important to retain the Wildcard 
identity. … We were really trying to 
accommodate all perspectives in putting 
the new card together.” 
     Current community members without 
“smart cards” — cards equipped with 
computer chips — can upgrade their 
Wildcards at no cost beginning Nov. 1. 

Those who already have computer chips 
in their Wildcats will have to pay a $25 
upgrade fee or wait until their current 
Wildcard expires to get a new “smart 
card.” 
     “Technology has accelerated in the last 
five or 10 years related to access control,” 
Riel said. “The lock-and-key systems that 
we currently have are difficult to maintain 
and expensive. … We are moving toward 
a card-access system.” 

Article and image reprinted from The 
Daily Northwestern with permission from 
the author. 

The Illinois School and Campus 

Safety Program is a 

partnership between the 

Illinois Terrorism Task Force 

and Western Illinois University.  

Program administration is 

performed by the Illinois Law 

Enforcement Training and 

Standards Board Executive 

Institute at Western Illinois 

University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

September - National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month 

September - National Campus Fire Safety 
Month 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and preparedness 
training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and recover from 
an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a digital copy of our 
brochure. 

Campus Poké Map is that it shows the 
locations of bluelight emergency 
callboxes throughout campus.  Therefore, 
should someone 
encounter a 
situation where  
assistance is 
needed, the 
locations of the 
emergency 
callboxes are 
readily available to 
them. 
     Proactive safety 
measures such as those afforded by 
WIU’s Campus Poké Map can help reduce 
the risks related to playing Pokémon Go 
while also providing pertinent 

information in the event an incident 
should occur. 
     By promoting similar practices that 

encourage safe 
usage (including 
being mindful of 
your surroundings 
and not playing 
while driving), 
alerting players to 
potential dangers, 
and providing 
safety 
information, both 

schools and campus alike can help lessen 
the likelihood of such incidents occurring 
on their grounds. 
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