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     For many, September is the 
turning point where we look past 
those last twilight days of summer 
and think about the upcoming 
autumnal weather, fall festivals, and 
the holiday season that will soon be 
upon us.  But, there is another facet 
of the month that should be 
important to educators; September 
is National Campus Fire Safety 
Month.  
     The threat of campus fires is as 
real as it is deadly.  According to the 
U.S. Fire Administration, “From 
January 2000 to May 2015, there 
were 85 fatal fires in dormitories, 
fraternities, sororities and off-
campus housing, resulting in 118 
fatalities—an average of 
approximately seven per school 
year.”  The causes of the fires 
included smoking, electrical, cooking,  
intentional, other, and 
undetermined. 
     Although the causes behind fires 
may require work to determine, the 
consequences of being unprepared 
are a given.  With the gravity of the 
situation and the potential for loss of 
life, it is important to educate 
students, staff, and faculty on the 
importance of fire safety.  Topics 
such as electrical safety, safe cooking 
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 practices, burning candles, smoking, 
maintaining fire alarms, potential 
escape routes, and the dangers of 
smoke inhalation are among those 
that need addressed.   
     Additionally, in promoting fire 
safety awareness, it is imperative 
that campuses organize in a manner 
that reaches students who live not 
only on campus, but off campus as 
well.  In fact, when it comes to the 
fatal fires occurring between 2000 
and 2015, the U.S. Fire 
Administration reported that 94% of 
the fires happened off campus.    
     For those seeking resources to 
help facilitate educating individuals 
on the dangers of campus fires while 
also promoting fire safety 
awareness, the U.S. Fire 
Administration has numerous 
resources available online, 
including: safety tips, printable 
flyers and brochures, premade 
images and messages for social 
media, and many other resources.   
     Another helpful website is The 
Center for Campus Fire Safety, which 
provides information such as recent 
fire safety incidents, videos, and 
statistics.  
     As we continue through the 

Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

Continued on page 4 “Fire Safety” 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit our page 
on the Ready Illinois website. 
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 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

September 28-30 - Illinois 
Association of School Administrators 
(IASA) Annual Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-18 - Illinois Principals 
Association, Education Leaders Fall 
Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-22 - National School 
Safety Week 

October 17-21 - National School Bus 
Safety Week 

November 18-20 - Joint Annual 
Conference of the Illinois Association 
of School Boards, Illinois Association of 
School Administrators, and Illinois 
Association of School Business 
Officials,  Chicago 

December 5-6 - Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents, Raising 
Student Achievement Conference,      
St. Charles 

Creating an Action Plan: Forming Critical 
Incident Response Teams 

November 2 - Carterville 

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

December 8 - New Trier 

January 20 - St. Charles 

February 2 - Carterville 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

October 11 - Monmouth 

November 21 and March 3 - St. Charles 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb 
Incidents 

January 20 and March 3 - St. Charles 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     The Role of Technology in Improving K
-12 School Safety was recently released 
by the Rand Corporation Justice Policy 
Program.  The 148 page report, which 
was made possible by the National 
Institute of Justice, contains information 
relevant for technology directors, 
principals, and others involved in safety 
policies for K-12 public and private 
schools. 
     Presenting the information from 
literature reviews, case studies, 
interviews, and needs identified at a 
workshop, the report discusses 
technology’s use, effectiveness, 
appropriateness, and barriers, while also 
providing recommendations  and 
including an overview of K-12 school 
violence in the United States.  Learn 
more at http://www.rand.org/pubs/
research_reports/RR1488.html 

Im
ag

e 
co

u
rt

es
y 

o
f 

th
e 

 
U

.S
. F

ir
e 

A
d

m
in

is
tr

ati
o

n
 

http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.ilprincipals.org/professional-development/ipa-conferences/education-leaders-fall-conference
http://www.ilprincipals.org/professional-development/ipa-conferences/education-leaders-fall-conference
http://www.ilprincipals.org/professional-development/ipa-conferences/education-leaders-fall-conference
http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
http://www.roeachievementconference.org/
http://www.roeachievementconference.org/
http://www.roeachievementconference.org/
http://www.roeachievementconference.org/
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-9-13-AA990-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-10-11-Advanced-Monmouth-flyer.pdf
http://www.rand.org/pubs/research_reports/RR1488.html
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/prevention/outreach/college.html


 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment Team 

October 6 - Malcolm X City Colleges of Chicago 

October 27 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment 

November 9 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

November 10 - Roosevelt University, Chicago 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb Incidents 

January 11 - Illinois State University, Normal 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

National Campus Safety Awareness Month: The 
Importance of Situational Awareness 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     Although we have dedicated the 
majority of this issue of School & Campus 
Safety NEWS to campus fire safety, 
September is also National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month.   In contemplating 
campus safety awareness, specifically 
safety concerns, a common thread began 
to appear—that of 
situational 
awareness.   
     Living in a fast-
paced society, one 
where we are 
constantly 
bombarded by 
sensory stimuli, 
our situational 
awareness can 
easily be impeded.  
When we are distracted, when our senses 
are dulled, we become more vulnerable to 
both accidents and acts of malicious 
intent.  Ergo, encouraging situational 
awareness in ourselves and in students is 
essential to safety.   
     In understanding the importance of 
situational awareness, consider the 
following example.  You are in a group 
meeting but, as time passes, you find 
yourself distracted.  Maybe its by a list of 
things you need to do, what you should 
eat for dinner, or even something you can 

see through a window.  For whatever 
reason, you quit paying attention until 
suddenly your name is said and everyone 
is looking at you.  You don’t know what is 
going on, you can’t respond quickly, and, 
worse yet, you know you wouldn’t be in 
this situation if you had been paying 

attention in the 
first place.  By 
allowing yourself 
to lose focus on 
the situation 
unfolding around 
you, you have 
been caught off 
guard.  In this 
example the 
consequences 
would probably be 

mild.  In other instances though, this type 
of distraction can be deadly.   This is how 
people accidently walk into stationary 
objects, into traffic, and even off cliffs.  
     Our situational awareness is reduced 
when our senses are distracted or 
diminished.  If our vision is drawn to a cell 
phone or other visual stimuli,  we aren’t 
necessarily visually aware.   If we are 
listening to loud music, be it through 
speakers or earbuds, we lose auditory 
awareness.  We can even imagine a 
scenario where multiple senses are 

Continued on page 4 “Situational Awareness” 
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The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois 

University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ 

to learn more about 

requesting a course, view 

a webinar, or take a 

course online. 

Special thanks to the U.S. Fire 
Administration and FEMA for the 
images and data related to campus fire 
statistics and safety. 

For more information visit: 

https://www.usfa.fema.gov/
prevention/outreach/college.html  

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and preparedness 
training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and recover from 
an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a digital copy of our 
brochure. 

diminished and consider the 
compounded risk created by those 
conditions.  Most assuredly, by lessening 
our senses we also lessen our ability to 
respond appropriately. 
      Situational awareness also includes 
the effort and ability to look for potential 
danger while planning for its eventuality.  
This can be as simple as noting the 
location of buildings’ emergency exits in 
case danger presents itself or knowing 
not to walk alone at night but taking 
precautions in the event you have to do 
so.  
     To be situationally aware does not 

mean avoiding all distractions, but it does  
mean maintaining a level of awareness to 
the ongoings of the outside world and 
being knowledgeable of our 
surroundings.  We can use cellphones and 
not walk into traffic.   We can take notice 
of hazards in our vicinity.  And we can be 
mindful of others around us. 
     Although situational awareness cannot 
prevent all threats to safety, being 
situationally aware can lessen and even 
prevent some safety issues.  Remember: 
regardless of whether a watched pot may 
never boil, an unwatched one can 
certainly cause a fire.  

month of September, consider what 
could be done on your campus to  
promote fire 
safety and the 
wellbeing of 
the campus 
community.  
What 
avenues for 
information 
dissemination 
are at your 
disposal?  
Consider 
online 
resources such as sending emails, posting 
information on the school website, or 
even using social media.  In addition, 

what are the prime locations on campus 
where information could be posted or 

passed out 
with 
maximum 
effectiveness 
in reaching a  
mass number 
of students, 
faculty, and 
staff? 
   Although 
September is 
the official 
National 

Campus Fire Safety Month, we must 
remember to stay vigilant throughout the 
year when it comes to fire safety.  
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