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    School 
Campus Safety NEWS & 

     October 16-22, 2016, is National 
Safe Schools Week.  Not only is this a 
time for educators to promote safety 
within their schools and on their 
busses, it is also a time where general 
emergency preparedness can be 
promoted in the classroom so that 
students will know how to respond in 
the event of a disaster, wherever they 
may be. 
     As we close in on National Safe 
Schools Week, consider ways in which 
to promote safety at your school.  
What drills might you hold to 
promote safety?  Can safety flyers be 
posted throughout the school?  
Perhaps designate certain topics for 
each educator to devote time to in 
their classes.  Whatever you decide, 
be sure to consider activities that get 
the student body actively involved. 
     Now is also the time to discuss the 
safety topics you want to cover during 
National Safe Schools Week and 
beyond.  If your school has stressed 
safety drills and operations throughout 
the first quarter of the school year, 
maybe plan on targeting other areas for 
improvement such as school climate, 
bullying, student resources, etc. 
     Additionally, if your school has a 
behavioral threat assessment team or 
intervention team, and you haven’t met 

Using National Safe Schools Week to Promote Preparedness 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

 

in a while, National Safe Schools Week is 
a prime opportunity to check in with 
team members and discuss any pertinent 
information.  Or, perhaps consider 
scheduling a meeting to review, reflect 
on, and update your school’s emergency 

Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 
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The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit our page 
on the Ready Illinois website or contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 
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operations plan. 
     Along with learning safety 
measures for emergencies occurring 
at school or on busses, adults and 
youths need to understand general 
emergency preparedness.  When it 
comes to emergency preparedness, 
The Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) has useful tools for 
parents, educators, and youths alike, 
including Ready Kids, part of the 
overall Ready campaign.  Ready Kids 
features games, checklists, and more 
to educate parents and their children 
on safety and preparedness for a 
variety of emergency situations 
including power outages, droughts, 
floods, home fires, earthquakes, 
wildfires, winter storms, tornadoes, 
landslides, etc.  The site also includes 
strategies for helping children cope 
during and following emergencies. 
     Included among the resources for 
educators is the Ready Kids Be A Hero 
curriculum, which can be found 

alongside additional resources at 
ready.gov/kids.  The Be A Hero 
curriculum features four levels of 
preparedness lessons, covering 
elementary school through 12th grade, 
with age-appropriate lessons and 
activities to help students be involved in 

http://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/schools-training.aspx
https://www.ready.gov/kids


 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

October 16-18 - Illinois Principals 
Association, Education Leaders Fall 
Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-22 - National School 
Safety Week 

October 17-21 - National School Bus 
Safety Week 

November 18-20 - Joint Annual 
Conference of the Illinois Association 
of School Boards, Illinois Association of 
School Administrators, and Illinois 
Association of School Business 
Officials,  Chicago 

December 5-6 - Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents, Raising 
Student Achievement Conference,      
St. Charles 

Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Schools 

November 29-30 - Wood River 

Creating an Action Plan: Forming Critical Incident 
Response Teams 

November 2 - Carterville 

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

December 8 - New Trier 

January 20 - St. Charles 

February 2 - Carterville 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

November 21 and March 3 - St. Charles 

Understanding and Planning for School  
Bomb Incidents 

January 20 and March 3 - St. Charles 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     This year’s National 
School Bus Safety Week 
focuses on bullying, 
using the theme “Bully 
Free Zone!”  Along with 
providing information 
on the week and the 
annual poster contest, 
the National Association 
for Pupil Transportation 
website also offers bully 
prevention training and 
many other resources 
for bus drivers.  The 
training, which is 
broken into two modules, focuses on 
prevention and intervention when it comes 
to bullying behavior.  For more on National 

School Bus Safety Week, training 
opportunities, and other information, visit 
www.napt.org 

Although earthquakes are not necessarily in 
the forefront of our minds when we discuss 
preparedness and natural disasters, they 
are still a potential hazard that must be 
planned for.  While scheduling activities for 
National Safe Schools Week, educate 
students about earthquakes by 

participating in the 2016 Great Central U.S. 
ShakeOut.  This year’s annual ShakeOut is 
scheduled for October 20th at 10:20 am.   
Visit www.shakeout.org/centralus/ for 
more information and to register for the 
event. 
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http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
http://www.napt.org/resources/national-school-bus-safety-week.php
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http://www.iasb.com/jac16/
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https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-9-13-AA990-flyer.pdf
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 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment Team 

October 27 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

November 14 - Monmouth College, Monmouth 

Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment 

November 9 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

November 10 - Roosevelt University, Chicago 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb Incidents 

December 5 - Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

January 11 - Illinois State University, Normal 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Higher Ed and Halloween Safety 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     As the end of the month looms closer, 
colleges and universities across the 
country should consider promoting 
several aspects of Halloween safety.  
From safe costumes to fire safety, 
students must be reminded to use 
caution when celebrating. 
     First and 
foremost is 
considering 
safety when 
choosing a 
costume.  
Students 
should be 
reminded to 
choose fire 
resistant 
costumes that 
do not impair 
their vision 
nor their ability to be seen. Additionally, 
students should test any makeup in a 
small spot in advance to ensure they do 
not have an adverse reaction. 
     Whether students are staying at home 
or going out, fire safety must be 
emphasized, especially since a majority of 
Halloween parties involve alcohol.  
Alcohol is a factor in a large number of 
fires and that, combined with Jack-o’-

lanterns and costumes, can pose a 
significant risk during Halloween.  
Recommend that students use string 
lights, battery operated lights, or glow 
sticks for any sort of accent lighting and to 
illuminate Jack-o’-lanterns.  For those still 
planning to use candles, stress the 

importance 
of placing 
them in 
areas where 
they will not 
be easily 
knocked over 
and ensuring 
they are 
never left 
unattended. 
     Colleges 
should 
emphasize 

that students, if going out, should stay 
with people they know and trust, while 
still being mindful of any food or drink 
they consume.  Just because a student 
has met someone before or a party seems 
safe, does not mean students are truly 
safe or that it is okay to break off from 
friends.  And, despite their revelries, 
students should be reminded they still 

Continued on page 4 “Halloween Safety” 

https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-10-27-Heartland-CC-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2016-11-9-Heartland-flyer.pdf


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois 

University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ 

to learn more about 

requesting a course, view 

a webinar, or take a 

course online. 

Special thanks to FEMA and the Ready 
Campaign for the images and 
information on emergency 
preparedness. 

For more information visit: 
www.ready.gov/kids 

Special thanks to the National 
Association for Pupil Transportation 
for permitting us to use the 2016 
National School Bus Safety Week 
poster and information. 

Visit www.napt.org for additional 
school bus safety information. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

need to obey laws and other regulations.  
Most importantly, remind students it is 
okay to step in if they see a friend 
attempting to drive after drinking. 
       And finally, colleges should prepare 
for the inevitable.  No matter the level of 
preventative measures, someone will 
require assistance.  Be it calls to the 
Campus Public Safety (CPS) or to a 
campus helpline, students must have 
prior knowledge of those resources and 

know how to reach them quickly.  In any 
Halloween safety promotion, consider 
listing phone numbers for CPS, local law 
enforcement, suicide and other helplines, 
and additional resources offered in your 
area. 
     Play it safe this Halloween at your 
college or university.  Promote safety tips 
in advance and encourage students to 
use caution while celebrating.   

emergency preparedness.  The 
curriculum also depicts which 
lessons apply to Common Core 
Standards,  National Curriculum 
Standards for Social Studies, 
National Association of Science 
Standards, and National Health 
Standards. 
     Whether focusing on school 
safety, general emergency 
preparedness, or both, be sure to 
include plans for promoting safety 
during National Safe Schools Week, 
October 16-22, 2016.   
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Continued from page 3 “Halloween Safety” 

A page from the Be A Hero Grades 3-5 
manual, depicting components used to 

teach emergency preparedness. 
Image courtesy of The Ready Campaign 

and FEMA 

http://wiu.edu/
https://www.ready.gov/kids/educators

