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     When we think about school safety, we 
typically picture hazards that are visible 
and readily apparent, such as inclement 
weather, active shooters, and overall 
safety practices like ensuring 
emergency exits are unobstructed.  
But sometimes we forget about those 
unseen hazards, the silent threats 
impacting our educators and 
students.  Radon and radioactive 
materials are both realistic threats to 
our schools and, as January has been 
deemed “Radon Action Month” by 
Illinois Governor Bruce Rauner, now is 
the time to have your school tested 
for radon and to check your school 
for unused/unwanted radioactive 
materials. 
     The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) and the American Lung 
Association in Illinois (ALAIL) are working 
to help schools test for radon through a 
new statewide initiative.  According to the 
IEMA website, “As part of the school 
initiative, districts throughout Illinois can 
receive radon detection equipment, 
assistance with developing a radon testing 
plan and guidance on radon detector 
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placement within school buildings.” 
     Since radon is an odorless, tasteless, 
and colorless radioactive gas that causes 
lung cancer, it is important that schools 

take its threat seriously.  
     In addition to testing for radon, schools 
should be wary of unused/unwanted 
radioactive materials.  According to IEMA, 
radioactive materials are typically found in 
science classrooms or labs for use in 
experiments, and could be stored in 

closets or cabinets for years or even 
decades, sometimes unbeknownst to the 
school personnel.  In order to promote 
school safety, unused/unwanted 

radioactive materials should be 
removed from schools by an agency 
or entity with the expertise and 
authority to ensure proper handing 
and disposal.  This is where IEMA is 
most helpful. 
     Under its Orphan Source Recovery 
Program, IEMA will remove 
unwanted/unused radioactive 
materials from schools for free, 
thereby preventing exposure and the 
possibility of accidental spills.   
     As we continue into this new year, 
consider those safety threats that 

aren’t always as obvious, those hidden 
dangers that may pose serious health 
risks for your school. 

     For more information on radon testing, 
visit https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Info/
Pages/010617.aspx.   
     Schools interested in radioactive 
material removal should contact IEMA at 
(217)-558-5135. 

IEMA Promotes 2017 Monthly Preparedness Themes 
     Preparedness is paramount in the event 
of an emergency.  Knowing this, the Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency has 
announced monthly preparedness themes 
for 2017 in an effort to increase 
awareness.  The monthly themes IEMA is 
promoting are as follows: 
     January - Resolve to be Ready 
     February - Earthquake Preparedness 

     March - Severe Weather Preparedness 
     April - Volunteers in Preparedness and  
 Response 
     May - Functional Needs Preparedness 
     June - Pet Preparedness 
     July - Heat Safety 
     August - School and Campus Safety 
     September - National Preparedness  
 Month 

     October - Cybersecurity Awareness 
     November - Winter Weather  
 Preparedness 
     December - Holiday Safety 

     For more information on preparedness, 
visit www.iema.illinois.gov and 
ready.illinois.gov   

Radon is an odorless, tasteless, and colorless 
radioactive gas that causes lung cancer. 

https://www.illinois.gov/iema/Info/Pages/010617.aspx


 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings* 

*Prerequisite 

March 1-3, 2017 - National 
Conference on Bullying - Orlando, FL 

June 8-9, 2017 - Educational Leaders 
Summer Conference - Lisle, IL  

June 14-16, 2017 - 2nd Annual 
Statewide Teacher & Administrator 
Whatever It Takes Conference - 
Galesburg, IL  

September 27-29, 2017 - Illinois 
Association of School Administrators 
Annual Conference - Springfield, IL  

November 17-19, 2017 - 85th Joint 
Annual Conference of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards, Illinois 
Association of School Administrators, 
and the Illinois Association of School 
Business Officials - Chicago, IL  

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

February 2 - Carterville 

February 9 - Oak Park 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

March 20 - Northfield 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb 
Incidents 

April 25 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     “A Comprehensive Report on School 
Safety Technology” is the culmination 
of a thorough assessment of school 
safety technology by the National 
Criminal Justice Technology Research, 
Test and Evaluation Center at Johns 
Hopkins University. 
     Using technology, literature, and 
legal reviews, along with case studies, 
the center worked on identifying the 
technology in use, how it is used, its 
effectiveness, and how the use of 
those technologies is impacted by cost, 
regulations, etc.   
     The types of technology reviewed 
include access control, alarms and 
sensors, communications, lighting, 
software applications, surveillance, 
and weapons detection. 
   The report’s executive summary  
suggests that it be used by 
administrators, principals, and security 
directors in making technology choices.  

     The U.S. Department of Education has 
created a webpage featuring resources 
designed to help youth returning to a 
regular school setting after having been in 
the juvenile justice system. 
     The page, Reducing Recidivism for 
Justice-Involved Youth, features several 
resources including “You Got This - 

Educational Pathways for Youth in 
Transition” and “Transition Toolkit 3.0: 
Meeting the Educational Needs of Youth 
Exposed to the Juvenile Justice System.” 
     To access these documents and more, 
visit:  https://www.ed.gov/jjreentry?
ed2f26df2d9c416fbddddd2330a778c6=cba
uagaunb-cnaieliu  

By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

http://www.schoolsafety911.org/event05.html
http://www.schoolsafety911.org/event05.html
http://www.ilprincipals.org/professional-development/ipa-conferences/assistant-principals-conference
http://www.ilprincipals.org/professional-development/ipa-conferences/assistant-principals-conference
http://www.witconf.org/
http://www.witconf.org/
http://www.witconf.org/
http://www.witconf.org/
http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.iasaedu.org/domain/22
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
http://www.iasb.com/jac16/rfp.cfm
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-2-2-ROE-30.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-2-9-oak-park-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-3-20-Advanced-New-Trier-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-4-25-MTU14-SILEC-AWR-132.pdf
https://www.ncjrs.gov/pdffiles1/nij/grants/250274.pdf


 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Higher Education Institutions 

March 21-23 - Carl Sandburg College, Galesburg 

April 3-5 - Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

June 1 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Report on Higher Ed Emergency Management 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     The National Center for Campus 
Public Safety recently released the 
“National Higher Education Emergency 
Management Program Needs 
Assessment.”  In order to create the 
report, the University of Oregon 
Community Service Center (CSC) 
gathered information from interviews, 
case studies, a national survey, and 
more to see how institutions of higher 
education respond to emergencies, 
including the resources currently used 
and where campus public safety can be 
improved. 
      From the data, five focus areas 
were identified, including: “ (1) 
institutional engagement, (2) training 
and exercises, (3) plans and 
operational continuity, (4)  staffing and 
resources, and (5) partnerships and 
assistance.”   
     Additionally, the report also lists the 
research team’s conclusions and 
recommendations, including the 
recommendation that the U.S. 

Department of Education’s Emergency 
Management for Higher Education grant 
program be re-funded. 
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Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit the 
Ready Illinois website at ready.illinois.gov and view the Schools/Campus page 
under the Plan and Prepare tab.  For additional questions regarding the 
Illinois School and Campus Safety Program contact 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-3-21-23-Carl-Sandburg-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-4-3-5-Waubonsee-flyer.pdf
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http://www.nccpsafety.org/assets/files/library/NCCPS_EM_Needs_Assessment_FINAL_113016.pdf
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/Schools.aspx


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

     In promoting the Illinois Emergency 
Management Agency’s (IEMA) monthly 
preparedness themes, of which February 
is Earthquake Preparedness, we are 
designating this portion of our newsletter 
to discussing earthquake preparedness 
resources provided by IEMA and Ready 
Illinois. 
     Both Ready Illinois and IEMA have 
earthquake preparedness resources on 
their websites 
including steps to 
take before an 
earthquake, 
actions to follow 
during an 
earthquake, and 
what to do after 
an earthquake.  
The sites even 
have a link to a 
downloadable, 
interactive 
earthquake video game called The Day 
The Earth Shook, which includes both 
Windows and Mac versions. 
     Additionally, newly added to IEMA’s 
information on What to do Before an 
Earthquake is a section called Earthquake 
Hunts.  More specifically, the hunts 
include a School Hazard Hunt that allows 
users to go room by room through a 
school in order to identify hazards and to 

receive hazard mitigation information.  
Besides the hazard hunts, this section of 
the IEMA website includes useful 
information on identifying your risks, how 
to prepare, and even information on 
understanding earthquakes. 

     When it comes to 
actions during an 
earthquake, IEMA 
recommends using 
drop, cover, and 
hold, but the 
website also 
includes additional 
do’s and don’ts such 
as moving away 
from windows,  
moving to open 
areas if you are 

outside, and not getting into elevators. 
     Lastly, in discussing what to do after 
an earthquake, IEMA’s site has 
instructions for immediate actions.  The 
site also provides links to additional 
resources, including a link to the Ready 
Illinois page on Mental Health, which 
features information on the six phases of 
disaster, at-risk populations, and PTSD. 

Additional resources on Radon and 
Radioactive Materials in schools: 

Environmental Protection Agency - 
Radon in Schools 

Environmental Protection Agency - 
Radioactive Material in Science 
Classrooms 

Additional resources for Earthquake 
Preparedness: 

American Red Cross - Earthquake 
Safety 

Ready.gov - Earthquakes 

United States Geological Survey - 
Earthquake Hazards Program 

By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 
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