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     The Illinois School and Campus 
Safety Program is proud to announce 
the Illinois School and Campus Safety 
Resource Center (ISCSRC) is now 
available.  Featuring resources for 
both K-12 schools and institutions of 
higher education, the ISCSRC 
addresses topics including 
interpersonal violence, health and 
wellness, bullying, behavioral threat 
assessment, preparedness, legislation, 
and even traveling abroad safely.   
     Whether looking for information 
on radon and radiation in schools or 
wanting resources for hazing 
prevention, the ISCSRC strives to 
bridge the gap between educators and the 
safety information pertinent in making our 

Illinois School and Campus Safety Resource Center Now Available  
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

 

schools and campuses safer.  For more 
information, visit ilschoolsafety.org or 

email schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

November is Winter Weather Preparedness Month 

     Although we may not want to 
admit it, Winter is about a month 
away.   As such, the Illinois 
Emergency Management Agency has 
designated November as Winter 
Weather Preparedness Month, and 
with it comes the need for routine 
seasonal maintenance so schools can 
make sure they are prepared for the 
onset of inclement weather. 
     In considering the impact 
inclement weather can have, the 
Illinois State Board of Education   
(ISBE) states that “extreme cold, ice, 
sleet, and snow can be dangerous for 
students and faculty alike, but also 

 

for buildings.”  In order to help 
ensure your school or district is 
prepared, ISBE recommends that 
schools have licensed professionals 
inspect heating units; water pipes; 
roofs, including drains, downspouts, 
etc.; and generators to ensure all 
are in proper working order and 
insulation is added where needed.   
     ISBE also suggests that all staff 
learn the location of emergency shut
-off valves and to have a plan for 
staff to “routinely maintain and 
check your school buildings, 
especially during winter and 
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https://www.isbe.net/Documents/hls-emergency-winter-planning.pdf
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 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Developing Emergency Operations 
Plans K-12 101 Train-the-Trainer 

 Developing Emergency Operations 
Plans K-12 101 

 Earthquake Preparedness for 
Schools 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings* 

*Prerequisite 

November 25, 2017 -  International 
Day for the Elimination of Violence 
Against Women 

November 25– December 10, 2017 -  
16 Days of Activism Against Gender-
Based Violence 

December 10, 2017 -  Human Rights 
Day 

December 4-5, 2017 -  Illinois 
Association of Regional 
Superintendents, Raising Student 
Achievement Conference - St. Charles, 
IL 

January - National Mentoring Month 

January - Human Trafficking 
Awareness Month 

February - National Teen Dating 
Violence Month 

March 7-9, 2018 - National 
Conference on Bullying - Reno, NV 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

December 6 - Grayslake 

 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 
Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

“Trauma-Informed Classrooms” Released 

 

    The National Council of Juvenile and 
Family Court Judges recently released 
Trauma-Informed Classrooms, a technical 
assistance bulletin to help schools 
understand and respond to students who 
have experienced trauma. 
     According to the bulletin, “trauma is 
defined as any event that is experienced by 
an individual as physically or emotionally 
harmful because the individual perceives 
his life or the life of someone he loves as 
threatened;” which includes school, 
community, and domestic violence; physical 
and sexual abuse; serious illnesses; losing a 
loved one; and other traumatic events. 
     To help schools understand trauma and 
create trauma-informed classrooms, the 
bulletin discusses how trauma affects the 
brain, the range of responses students 
might have, and the potential impact on 
behavior and academics. 
     After establishing what constitutes 
trauma and addressing its negative effects, 
the bulletin discusses the process of 
establishing trauma-informed practices. 

     Because trauma affects students’ 

By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, 
or Department? 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety 
Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more 
about the courses available, to view 
scheduled courses, and to request a course 
for your area, visit the Ready Illinois 
website at ready.illinois.gov and view the 
Schools/Campus page under the Plan and 
Prepare tab.  For additional questions 
regarding the Illinois School and Campus 
Safety Program contact 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

Pickens, I.B., & Tschopp, N. (2017). Trauma-
Informed Classrooms. National Council of Juvenile 
and Family Court Judges.  
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Stop Gender-Based Violence: Take Part on Nov. 
25th, in 16 Days of Activism, and Human Rights Day 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

    November 25 was officially designated 
by the United Nations (UN) as the 
International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women in 1999.  In his 
2016 message about International Day for 
the Elimination of Violence Against 
Women, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-
moon stated “At long last, there is growing 
global recognition that violence against 
women and girls is a human rights 

violation, public health pandemic and 
serious obstacle to sustainable 
development.”  
     In fact, Goal 5 of the UN’s Sustainable 
Development Goals: 17 Goals to Transform 
Our World is to Achieve Gender Equality 
and Empower All Women and Girls. 
     In recognizing the importance of Nov. 
25th, individuals are encourage to wear 
orange which, according to Ban Ki-moon, is 
“symbolizing a bright future for women 
and girls.  With dedicated investment, we 
can keep these lights shining, uphold 
human rights and eliminate violence 

against women and girls for good.”  
Additionally, in order to promote continual 
awareness, individuals are encouraged to 
take part in “Orange Day” on the 25th of 
every month.  For more information about 
Orange Day, visit endviolence.un.org. 
     Leading into further awareness 
activities, November 25 is also the start of 
16 Days of Activism against Gender-Based 
Violence.  According to the UN, the 16 days 

“aims to raise public awareness and 
mobilize people everywhere to bring about 
change.”  Running through Dec. 10th, 
which happens to be Human Rights Day, 
the 2017 16 Days of Activism theme is 
Together We Can End GBV in Education!”   
     Those seeking to take part in 16 Days of 
Activism can learn more and download a 
Take Action Toolkit from the Rutgers 
Center for Women’s Global Leadership. 
     As previously mentioned, the 16 Days of 
Activism ends on December 10, which was 
officially declared Human Rights Day by the 
UN in 1948.  In preparing for the upcoming    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

70 year anniversary, this December 10th 
will start a year-long campaign promoting 
human rights.     
     Among the ways to get involved in 
supporting human rights includes helping 
create a multilingual video collection of 
individuals reading the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights in their own 
language.  Individuals wanting to record 
themselves can visit Stand Up for Human 
Rights – Add Your Voice!   
     Individuals can also visit 

 Campus Emergencies Prevention, 

Response and Recovery 

 Developing Emergency Operations 

Plans IHE 101 Train-the-Trainer 

 Developing Emergency Operations 

Plans IHE 101 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral 

Threat Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral 

Threat Assessment* 

 Understanding and Planning for 

School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Take part in 
Orange Day 
to promote 

“a bright 
future for 

women and 
girls.”  
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The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

perceptions of safety, trauma-informed 
practices focus on creating an 
environment where students feel safe 
not only physically, but also 
psychologically.  The bulletin states that, 
“psychological safety is bolstered through 
creating a predictable classroom 
environment where every member feels 
respected, validated, and heard.”  This, 
however, does not mean students cannot 
be disciplined for behavioral issues.  
Instead the bulletin discusses how to 
integrate trauma-informed discipline 

practices that work to counter stress 
reactions and manage behavior. 
     Additionally, the Trauma-Informed 
Classrooms bulletin discusses Secondary 
Traumatic Stress, vicarious trauma, and 
compassion fatigue, all of which can be 
experienced by those working with 
students who have had traumatic life 
experiences.    
     To read the full Trauma-Informed 
Classrooms technical assistance bulletin, 
click here. 
      

Visit the following links for additional 
weather preparedness resources: 

When Weather Turns Severe: A Guide 
to Developing a Severe Weather 
Emergency Plan for Schools 

Severe Weather Planning for Schools 

Be a Hero! 

National Weather Service StormReady 
Program 

America’s PrepareAthon! 

General Winter Safety for Schools 

Winter Weather Safety Social Media 
Toolkit 

Continued from page 2 “Informed” 

standup4humanrights.org to pledge to 
stand up for human rights, see other ways 
to take action, and download promotional 
materials including quote cards, lesson 
plans, and selfie backdrops.    
     For more information on the 

International Day for the Elimination of 
Violence Against Women, 16 Days of 
Activism against Gender-Based Violence, 
Human Rights Day, and other important 
International Days, visit the United 
Nations website. 

Continued from page 3 “Rights” 

Continued from page 1 “Winter” 

summer breaks when extreme weather 
may still happen and no one is occupying 
the building.” 
     In addition to considerations on winter 
weather’s impact on school buildings, 
there are several resources available to 
help educators and students be prepared 
for inclement weather at home and at 
school.   
     The American Red Cross has an 
abundance of helpful information on its 
Winter Storm Safety webpage.  The Red 
Cross also provides a Winter Storm Safety 

Checklist. 
     The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency’s Winter Weather Preparedness 
Guide provides pertinent winter weather 
safety information along with winter 
safety procedures for schools. 
     Lastly, the Illinois Department of Public 
Health’s Weathering Winter provides 
information on a variety of winter topics, 
including: preparing for cold weather, 
winter health problems, winter sports, 
and holiday safety. 

http://wiu.edu/
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