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     Many people see the start of a new year 
as a clean slate, a way to start anew, an 
opportunity for improvement.  As we 
continue to transition into this new year, 
given the startling events at schools and 
campuses in 2016, 2017 is a year for 
promoting diversity while combating 
divisiveness.    
     One of 2016’s generators of divisiveness 
was the election, which, in and of itself, is 
not uncommon.  Being an election year, 
2016 unleashed a whirlwind of persuasive 
rhetorical devices and, even though a wide 
variety of rhetorical moves were used 
(including Logos and Ethos), the use of 
Pathos was a poignant factor in 
simultaneously uniting individuals while 
creating unnecessary division.   
     Through the use of Pathos, orators both 
great and not so great attempt to persuade 
the audience by appealing to their 
emotions.  By appealing to the concerns 
and fears of the populace (but potentially 
also the hopes and dreams that lighten 
those burdens), speakers engage and unite 
their audiences.  When people’s fears are 
used in persuasion though, those fears can 
be used to unite, divide, or a combination 
thereof.  Ergo, 2016 saw the mass uniting 
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of individuals promoting diversity.  
Simultaneously, it also saw the mass 
uniting of individuals who promote 
divisiveness.   
     Unfortunately, this past election year 
went beyond the typical rhetorical 

maneuvers and fell into outright bullying.  
From comments made about competitors 
and their supporters, to portions of the 
populace, and even to the point of making 
fun of individuals, the level of bullying was 
tragic.  So, when bullying and divisiveness 

edge their way into the mainstream and 
thereby into our schools, how are schools 
and campuses to combat them? 
     By recognizing the need to address the 
situation and assessing the task at hand, 
schools and campuses can work on  
methods of creating an informed audience 
and a positive school climate.  And, in 
attempting to do so, the same rhetorical 
maneuvers that can be used to promote 
divisiveness can also be used to combat it.   
     For instance, in promoting a climate of 
inclusivity, students must first be made 
aware of the school/district’s or college’s 
stance.  A message from the college 
president, the superintendent, or the 
principal can set the tone for a school’s 
positive climate.  Having teachers reinforce 
the school’s stance on diversity and 
bullying can also help students be 
informed.  By having people in positions of 
authority provide these messages, not only 
are students becoming informed, they are 
also experiencing rhetorical appeal to 
authority, Ethos.   
     Those same messages can also use 
Pathos.  Using terms such as “our” and 
“we” in a manner that focuses on 
inclusivity instead of exclusivity creates 

Severe Weather Preparedness 

     As unseasonably warm weather rolls 
through the area, we are reminded that 
Spring is just around the corner.  Even as 
milder temperatures beckon, we should 
remember, although we may be ready to 
leave the chill and snows of Winter behind, 
warmer seasons present their own mix of 

severe weather.  From thunderstorms and 
lightning to flooding and tornadoes, it is 
important to be prepared. 
     The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) has designated March to be 
Severe Weather Preparedness Month.  As 
such, schools should be reviewing their 

severe weather emergency operations 
plans, making any necessary revisions, and 
preparing in case emergencies occur. 
     Both the IEMA and Ready Illinois 
websites offer valuable  preparedness 
resources, such as the Severe Weather 
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 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings* 

*Prerequisite 

March 1-3, 2017 - National 
Conference on Bullying - Orlando, FL 

June 8-9, 2017 - Educational Leaders 
Summer Conference - Lisle, IL  

June 14-16, 2017 - 2nd Annual 
Statewide Teacher & Administrator 
Whatever It Takes Conference - 
Galesburg, IL  

September 27-29, 2017 - Illinois 
Association of School Administrators 
Annual Conference - Springfield, IL  

November 17-19, 2017 - 85th Joint 
Annual Conference of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards, Illinois 
Association of School Administrators, 
and the Illinois Association of School 
Business Officials - Chicago, IL  

Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

June 29 - Creve Coeur 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

March 20 - Northfield 

May 4 - Oak Park 

June 30 - Creve Coeur 

Understanding and Planning for School Bomb 
Incidents 

April 25 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

June 1 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     Just released in December by the 
National Center for Education Statistics,  
“Student Reports of Bullying: Results From 
the 2015 School Crime Supplement to the 
National Crime Victimization Survey” 
features an abundance of data on bullying.   
     Besides including the number of 
students who reported being bullied in 
school during 2014-15, the various tables in 
the report 
provide 
statistics on 
the sex, 
race/
ethnicity, 
and grade 
of those 
bullied and 
not bullied; 
the types of bullying behavior; the locations 
where bullying occurred; the frequency in 
which the bullying occurred; household 
income; and several other variables.  For 
example, from Table 2.1 it can be noted 
that 5.6 percent of bullied female students 
were bullied in a bathroom or locker room; 
whereas 14 percent of bullied male 
students were bullied there.  Similarly, the 
table reveals that 6.1 percent of bullied 
male students were bullied online or by 
text, whereas 15.9 percent of their female 
counterparts faced this type of bullying.   

     Other variables considered in the data 
include school characteristics; school 
conditions; personal characteristics in 
relation to bullying such as: race, gender, 
sexual orientation, appearance; reported 
negative effects from being bullied; etc. 
     The final table of the report, Table 3.4, 
includes comparative data between bullied 
and not bullied students in relation to the 

fear of 
being 
harmed, 
skipping 
school, 
skipping 
class, 
avoiding 
school 
activities, 

avoiding certain areas in school, fighting, 
and carrying a weapon to school.  Bullied 
students had higher percentages across the 
board when it came to all of these 
categories, which further depicts the 
negative effects of bullying and the 
importance of curbing it.  Most notably, 9.3 
percent of bullied students had been in a 
fight and 5.7 had carried a weapon to 
school, versus only 1.4 percent of non-
bullied students being in fights and 1.1 
percent bringing a weapon to school. 
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 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment Team 
March 17 - Spoon River College, Canton 

Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment 
March 30 - Spoon River College, Canton 

Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Higher Education Institutions 

March 21-23 - Carl Sandburg College, Galesburg 

April 3-5 - Waubonsee Community College, Sugar Grove 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

June 1 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

ReadyCampus Focusing on Student Preparedness 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     While many programs for institutions of 
higher education focus on preparedness 
training for emergency managers and 
those on the institution’s response team, 
the ReadyCampus program is designed to 
educate students and get them involved in 
preparedness. 
     According to the ReadyCampus 
Development Guide, “ReadyCampus is a 
student focused emergency preparedness 
event for higher education institutes.  It is 
hosted in a ‘preparedness festival’ style in 
a high-visibility area, typically in or near 
the student union, with information 
booths, presentations, and hands-on 
preparedness activities available to the 
participating student body.”   
     ReadyCampus is designed so colleges 
can include local community preparedness 
partners in the event.  Colleges can even 
choose specific components of 
ReadyCampus to focus on so their event is 
tailored to fit the needs of the campus. 
     For more information on ReadyCampus, 

contact Kimberly Hayward, Community 
Preparedness Officer, FEMA Region V, at 
Kimberly.Hayward@fema.dhs.gov  or at 
312-408-4404.    
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Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit the 
Ready Illinois website at ready.illinois.gov and view the Schools/Campus page 
under the Plan and Prepare tab.  For additional questions regarding the 
Illinois School and Campus Safety Program contact 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-3-21-23-Carl-Sandburg-flyer.pdf
https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-4-3-5-Waubonsee-flyer.pdf
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https://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/Schools.aspx


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

connectedness, a shared commonality.  
Once this connection is made, an 
emotional appeal towards any kind of 
bullying, abuse, or injury can be linked 
back to the impact it would have on the 
whole group, and not only in how it hurts 
the group physically and emotionally, but 
also how it reflects on the group itself.  In 
essence, creating a common dialogue and 
connectedness empowers the student 
audience with information so they can 
help preserve the group’s safety and 
integrity.  
     Simultaneously, messages from college 
presidents, superintendents, principals, 
and teachers can use Logos.  In 
considering the steps in creating 
connectedness and a common dialogue, 
those messages may also establish 

introspection within the audience.  
Introspection can be further 
accomplished by asking rhetorical 
questions that strike an emotional note 
while getting individuals to think about 
the implications of their actions.  For 
example, constructively calling flawed 
logic and illogical actions into question 
can engage people in thinking critically 
while also engaging them emotionally.   
       To what end?  Repeated use of the 
rhetorical strategies can change the 
attitudes of individuals by creating an 
informed audience.  Establishing an 
informed student body allows individuals 
to move beyond fear and divisiveness, 
build a positive school climate promoting 
diversity, and to create understanding 
and the opportunity for empathy. 

Additional resources on Severe 
Weather Preparedness: 

Recovering from Natural Disasters: 
Preparation is Key  

Earthquake Information for Teachers 
and Kids 

FEMA 159 Earthquakes: Tremor Troop 

FEMA 253 Seismic Sleuths: 
Earthquakes  

Lightening Safety for Schools - An 
Update 

Thunderstorms & Lightning 

IEMA’s Severe Weather Preparedness 
guide is available at www.illinois.gov. 
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Preparedness guide, the Tornado 
Preparedness Checklists for Schools, and the 
Tornado Preparedness for Illinois Schools 
video, which features security camera 
footage from an interior hallway of Joplin 
High School during the tornado that struck in 
May 2011. 
     Other helpful resources include Severe 
Weather Planning for Schools from the 
National Clearinghouse for Educational 
Facilities and the Severe Weather 
Preparedness Guide For Schools on the 
National Weather Service website. 
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