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     Most of us have thought it before, and 
unfortunately we will have to think it 
again; we hear of a horrible act of violence 
where bystanders witness the incident but 
fail to intervene or even contact response 
personnel and we wonder why.  Why did 
no one act?  Why did no one respond?  
Just recently it happened again.  The gang 
rape of a 15 year old girl in Chicago was 
streamed via Facebook Live with reports 
stating that over 40 people viewed the 
assault but no one contacted law 
enforcement. 
     There have been wonderful, heroic 
instances where bystanders have acted.  
But there have been many times where 
they haven’t.  So, why is it that bystanders 
don’t respond.  Are they afraid that 
something will happen to them if they get 
involved?  Do they automatically assume 
that someone else will step in or has 
already contacted law enforcement?  Or is 
it as simple as since no one else is 
intervening, bystanders don’t step 
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forward?  
     While these questions can be 
addressed by looking into bystander 
apathy, it is equally important to 
ask, “What can we do to help reduce 
violence and promote bystander 
intervention?  What can we do to promote 
empathy over apathy?” 
     One option to help reduce violence and 
promote bystander intervention is training 
from Green Dot etc.  As recently reported 
in CampusSafety Magazine, a study funded 
by the CDC showed schools that received 
Green Dot bystander intervention training 
had lower rates of sexual violence.  
Additionally, the University of Kentucky 
News reported that schools with Green 
Dot training had over a “50 percent 
reduction in the self-reported frequency of 
sexual violence perpetration by students” 
AND “a 40 percent reduction in self-
reported frequency of total violence 
perpetration.”   
     According to livethegreendot.com, the 

idea behind the Green Dot consists of 
three components: 

 “A single choice in one moment in 
time to use your voice, actions or 
choices to make one small corner 
of the world safer.” 

  “A shared vision that creates 
momentum through the power of a 
common language and purpose.” 

 “A social movement that harnesses 
the power of peer influence and 
individual bystander choices to 
create lasting culture change 
resulting in the ultimate reduction 
of power-based personal violence.” 

 For more information on Green Dot ect., 
visit www.livethegreendot.com. 

May: Functional Needs Preparedness 

     The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency’s (IEMA) May preparedness topic 
is functional needs preparedness.  When 
creating or revising your emergency 
operations plan (EOP), it is essential that 
access and functional needs (AFN) 
requirements are addressed.  For 
example, does your EOP include how to 
evacuate mobility-impaired individuals if 
evacuation routes become cluttered or 
are less accessible?  What plans are in 

place for hearing-impaired individuals who 
might not hear messages over the PA 
system? 
     One source of information on AFN 
preparedness in schools is the Readiness 
and Emergency Management For Schools 
Technical Assistance Center (REMS TA 
Center), including their Access & 
Functional Needs Fact Sheet.  The Fact 
Sheet contains valuable information on 
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The REMS TA Center provides vital information for 

both K-12 schools and institutions of higher education 

on emergency planning and developing emergency 

operations plans. 

http://www.campussafetymagazine.com/article/study_shows_bystander_intervention_training_reduces_sexual_violence_in_scho?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=editorial&eid=350364033&bid=1695379
https://uknow.uky.edu/research/green-dot-effective-reducing-sexual-violence
https://uknow.uky.edu/research/green-dot-effective-reducing-sexual-violence
http://rems.ed.gov/docs/AFN_Fact_Sheet_for_Compliance_508C.pdf
http://rems.ed.gov/docs/AFN_Fact_Sheet_for_Compliance_508C.pdf
https://www.livethegreendot.com/index.html
http://rems.ed.gov/


 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings* 

*Prerequisite 

 June 8-9, 2017 - Educational Leaders 
Summer Conference - Lisle, IL  

June 14-16, 2017 - 2nd Annual 
Statewide Teacher & Administrator 
Whatever It Takes Conference - 
Galesburg, IL  

June 21-23, 2017 - Illinois School 
Resource Officers Association 
Conference -  Normal 

September 27-29, 2017 - Illinois 
Association of School Administrators 
Annual Conference - Springfield, IL  

November 17-19, 2017 - 85th Joint 
Annual Conference of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards, Illinois 
Association of School Administrators, 
and the Illinois Association of School 
Business Officials - Chicago, IL  

Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

May 31 - Chillicothe 

June 7 - Oak Park 

June 29 - Creve Coeur 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

June 30 - Creve Coeur 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

June 1 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     According to the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), exposure to lead 
can result in learning disabilities, lower IQ 
and attention span, hyperactivity, and 
hearing loss; it can also hinder mental and 
physical development.  With students and 
faculty spending several hours a day in 
schools, and given the dangers of lead, it is 
important to ensure exposure to lead is 
minimized. 
      Lead contaminated water is often the 
most thought of route to exposure, 
although lead can also be encountered 
through lead-based paint, air, dust, and soil.  
In order to help combat water 
contamination is schools, the EPA has 
created a program called the “3Ts for 
Reducing Lead in Drinking Water in 
Schools.”  
     The program, which is available on the 
EPA website, includes the 104 page 
guidance for schools, a 3Ts Toolkit, fact 
sheets, brochures, and additional 
resources.  The page also includes a link to 
Water Quality Funding Sources for Schools: 
A Resource for K-12 Schools and Child Care 
Facilities. 
     According to the EPA website the 3Ts 
include: “Training school officials to raise 
awareness of the potential occurrences, 
causes, and health effects of lead in 
drinking water.  Testing drinking water in 

schools to identify potential problems and 
take corrective actions as necessary. Telling 
students, parents, staff, and the larger 
community about monitoring programs, 
potential risks, the results of testing, and 
remediation actions.” 
     For more information on lead 
contamination and the 3Ts toolkit, visit 
https://www.epa.gov/dwreginfo/3ts-
reducing-lead-drinking-water-schools-and-
child-care-facilities 
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https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-6-1-MTU14-SILEC-AWR-130.pdf
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 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Incident Response to Terrorist Bombings 

June 1 - Lindenwood University, Collinsville 

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

You Are Welcome Here Campaigns 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     Throughout the county, higher 
education institutions have joined the 
#YouAreWelcomeHere campaign, which 
promotes actively welcoming individuals 
from foreign countries to study at their 
campuses.  Among the features of the 
campaign is making a YouTube video 
where various staff and students state 
“You Are Welcome Here” in English and 
several other languages.  For example, 
Western Illinois University recently joined 
the campaign and has a created a video, 
which includes a statement from WIU 
President Jack Thomas. 
     Although the #YouAreWelcomeHere 

campaign inviting foreign students has  
received recent media attention, a second 
“You are Welcome Here” campaign exists, 
one that is catered to the LGBTQIA 
community.  The Massachusetts Institute 
of Technology and the University of 
Michigan are among the higher education 
institutions with “You are Welcome Here” 
campaigns that use signs or stickers to 
promote a welcoming atmosphere for 
LGBTQIA individuals.   
     Both You Are Welcome Here campaigns 
can be an effective way to promote a 
positive campus climate while 
demonstrating the campus’s values. 
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Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit the 
Ready Illinois website at ready.illinois.gov and view the Schools/Campus page 
under the Plan and Prepare tab.  For additional questions regarding the 
Illinois School and Campus Safety Program contact 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

https://iletsbei.com/docs/2017-6-1-MTU14-SILEC-AWR-130.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SPVqkQcfooc
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/Schools.aspx


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety 
Program is proud to announce its 
website, the Illinois School and Campus 
Safety Resource Center, will be launching 
soon. The site will feature information for 
both K-12 and higher education 
institutions, including resources on 
preparedness, behavioral threat 
assessment, interpersonal violence, 
health and wellness, bullying, and other 

topics pertaining to the safety and 
wellbeing of students and educators on 
our campuses and in our schools.  We 
look forward to providing these valuable 
resources. 
 
       Sincerely, 
       Laura Black 
       Program Coordinator 

Mental Health Awareness Month 

Visit https://www.samhsa.gov and 
https://www.mentalhealth.gov/talk/
educators/index.html for mental 
health resources for students and 
educators.  

Global Youth Traffic Safety Month 

 For more information on Global Youth 
Traffic Safety Month, including teen 
action guides and social media toolkits, 
visit the National Organizations for 
Youth Safety at https://noys.org/
about-us/our-programs/gytsm/ 
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ensuring school and higher education 
institution EOPs address AFN.  It also 
provides links to REMS TA Center 
resources, including links to specialized 
training packages for AFN and federal 
resources.  
     Additional AFN preparedness 
resources, such as the “Emergency 
Preparedness Tips for Those with Access 
and Functional Needs,” emergency health 
information cards, and American Sign 
Language messages, can be found on the 
Ready Illinois website. 
 

 
 

http://wiu.edu/
http://rems.ed.gov/TrainingPackage.aspx
http://rems.ed.gov/TrainingPackage.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/FunctionalNeeds.aspx
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/SiteCollectionDocuments/PreparednessTips_FunctionalNeeds.pdf

