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     The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency monthly preparedness theme for 
June is Pet Preparedness.  When discussing 
emergency preparedness at K-12 schools 
and higher education institutions, pet 
preparedness is a topic that can sometimes 
be overlooked amid the various details in 
emergency operations plans (EOPs).   Some 
may even wonder what instances could 
require pet preparedness.  The following 
three examples emphasize the importance 
of considering pet preparedness when 
reviewing or revising EOPs. 
     First, tying into last month’s topic, 
functional needs preparedness, schools 
and campuses alike should review their 
EOPs to see if changes need made to take 
service animals into account.  For example, 
does the EOP provide instructions for 
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evacuating or sheltering in place with a 
service animal?  If sheltering in place for an 
extended period of time, are there 
supplies readily available?  
     Another prime example of the need for 
pet preparedness is campuses with 
equestrian programs.  Imagine the 
devastation that a flood could cause if 
contingency plans weren’t in place.  By 
planning ahead and having a 
memorandum of understanding (MOU) 
animals could be relocated quickly instead 
of scrambling to find a place and relocating 
the animals at the eleventh hour.  Being 
prepared could make a huge difference in 
mitigating loss should evacuation become 
necessary. 
     One final example of pet preparedness, 

Mental Simulation Training Available through Campus Safety HQ 

       In a 
combined 
effort to 
promote 
school and 
campus 
safety, 
Campus 
Safety HQ 
and Safe 

Havens International are offering crisis 
scenario training that uses mental 
simulation to work through response 
patterns.  
     Among the trainings offered that use 
mental simulation is the First 30 Seconds 

series, which, in focusing on those first 
crucial moments, trains educators so they 
can respond immediately and effectively 
when a crisis occurs.  According to Campus 
Safety HQ, “The First 30 seconds is a series 
of realistic, school-specific crisis scenarios, 
companion facilitator videos, staff training 
videos and assessment tools that utilize 
the powerful evidence-based concept of 
Mental Simulation, the practice of 
mentally working through crisis situations 
using visualization.” 
     In essence, using mental simulation to 
visualize successfully performing the 
particular steps you need to take during 
different emergency scenarios trains your 
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brain to respond during emergencies.  In 
the event of an emergency, your brain falls 
back on those visualizations in order to 
respond appropriately while also reducing 
the stress and potential hesitation that can 
be associated  with emergencies.  As 
eloquently and succinctly stated by Lt. Col. 
Dave Grossman in the Campus Safety HQ 
video, “You do not rise to the occasion; 
you sink to the level of your training.” 
     For more information on trainings using 
mental simulation and for special rates 
offered through Campus Safety HQ, click 
here. 

Train  

Your  

Brain 

https://www.campussafetyhq.com/programs/the-first-30-seconds-s101-school-crisis-scenarios
https://www.campussafetyhq.com/programs/the-first-30-seconds-s101-school-crisis-scenarios
https://campussafetyhq.co/sales-page13138682?utm_campaign=CSHQ&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CS_KM
https://campussafetyhq.co/sales-page13138682?utm_campaign=CSHQ&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CS_KM
https://campussafetyhq.co/sales-page13138682?utm_campaign=CSHQ&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CS_KM
https://campussafetyhq.co/sales-page13138682?utm_campaign=CSHQ&utm_medium=email&utm_source=CS_KM


 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

 Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-Trainer 

 Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment 

 Advanced Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment* 

 Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings* 

*Prerequisite 

 September 27-29, 2017 - Illinois 
Association of School Administrators 
Annual Conference - Springfield, IL  

October 15-17, 2017 -  Illinois 
Principals Association, Education 
Leaders Fall Conference - Springfield, 
IL 

November 17-19, 2017 - 85th Joint 
Annual Conference of the Illinois 
Association of School Boards, Illinois 
Association of School Administrators, 
and the Illinois Association of School 
Business Officials - Chicago, IL  

December 4-5, 2017 -  Illinois 
Association of Regional 
Superintendents, Raising Student 
Achievement Conference - St. Charles, 
IL 

Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

June 29 - Creve Coeur 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

June 30 - Creve Coeur 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety Courses 

Questions about a course? 

Contact: 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

 

     Just released last month, Indicators of 
School Crime and Safety: 2016 is the 19th 
edition in the Indicators of School Crime 
and Safety Series, which began back in 
1998.  Following in the footsteps of 
previous editions, School Crime and Safety: 
2016 provides a wealth of data and 
statistics on indicators such as: student and 
teacher victimization; school environment; 
deaths; fights, weapons, and illegal 
substances; and discipline, safety, and 
security measures. 
     In addition, this edition includes three 
spotlights: An International Comparison of 
School Crime, Peer Victimization in Third 
Grade, and Student Victimization and Risk 
Behaviors by Sexual Orientation.  Among 
the many statistics provided in the 
spotlights is in Spring 2014, 37 percent of 
third graders reported being victimized 
frequently.  Additionally, 34 percent of 9th-
12th grade lesbian, gay, or bisexual 
students reported being bullied in the 
previous year, whereas only 19 percent of 

the heterosexual counterparts reported 
being bullied.  
    For more information on Indicators of 
School Crime and Safety: 2016, visit the 
National Center for Education Statistics 
website. 
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The 2nd Annual Whatever It 
Takes Conference (WITcon) 
took place June 14-16, 2017, in 
Galesburg, IL.  Among the 
presenters at the conference 
was keynote speaker Matt 
Miller, author of Ditch That 
Textbook: Free Your Teaching 
and Revolutionize Your 
Classroom.   
For more information about the 
Whatever it Takes Conference 
visit www.witconf.org 
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Traveling and Studying Abroad Safely 
By Laura Black, Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Coordinator 

     Students of all ages partake in traveling 
and studying abroad at locations around 
the world. Traveling abroad, however, 
presents additional safety concerns for 
schools and campuses. Besides being in 
unfamiliar surroundings, students traveling 
abroad may be 
faced with 
culture and 
language 
barriers that 
can hinder 
safety should 
emergencies 
arise. Similarly, 
should the 
unthinkable 
occur, students 
may find 
themselves cut 
off from both 
their local 
acquaintances and their families and 
friends back home. Therefore, preparing 
before traveling abroad and staying 
informed while abroad are essential.  
     The U.S Department of State—Bureau 
of Consular Affairs Students Abroad 
website is just one source that is helpful 
while planning and living abroad.  The 
Students Abroad site contains information 
on steps to take before you go, including a 
traveler’s checklist; lets you learn about 
your destination; provides valuable 
information should issues arise while 
abroad, such as losing your passport or 

 Updating the Campus Emergency 

Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the Campus 

Emergency Operations Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Illinois Colleges and Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat 

Assessment* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for 

Higher Education Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 

Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 

Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for School 

Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 

Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

16 

Need Training for Your School, District, Campus, or Department? 

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program offers a variety of free courses 
and training upon request.  To learn more about the courses available, to 
view scheduled courses, and to request a course for your area, visit the 
Ready Illinois website at ready.illinois.gov and view the Schools/Campus page 
under the Plan and Prepare tab.  For additional questions regarding the 
Illinois School and Campus Safety Program contact 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com. 

being abroad during a crisis; and even has 
a link to the Smart Traveler Enrollment 
Program (STEP). 
     STEP, which is also a program of the U.S. 
State Department—Bureau of Consular 
Affairs, allows individuals to register their 

trip so they can 
receive alerts and 
warnings while 
abroad.  According 
to the STEP 
website, 
registering a trip 
with STEP allows 
travelers to: 

 “Receive 
important 
information from 
the Embassy about 
safety conditions 
in your destination 
country, helping 

you make informed decisions about 
your travel plans.” 

 “Help the U.S. Embassy contact you 
in an emergency, whether natural 
disaster, civil unrest, or family 
emergency.” 

 “Help family and friends get in 
touch with you in an emergency.” 

     Besides traveling and studying abroad, 
many students take part in volunteering 
abroad.  Again, the U.S. State 
Department—Bureau of Consular Affairs 
has valuable information available.  Their 

Best Practices for Volunteering Abroad has 
recommendations on actions to take 
before choosing an organization, before 
departing, and while out of the country.   
     By promoting these and other 
resources, K-12 schools and higher 
education institutions can encourage safe 
international travel for students, be the 
trip a school sponsored/sanctioned event 
or a personal one.   
      

https://travel.state.gov/content/studentsabroad/en.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/studentsabroad/en.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/studentsabroad/en.html
https://www.illinois.gov/ready/plan/Pages/Schools.aspx
https://step.state.gov/step/
https://travel.state.gov/content/passports/en/go/volunteer.html


 

The Illinois School and 
Campus Safety Program 
is a partnership between 
the Illinois Terrorism 
Task Force and Western 
Illinois University.  

Program administration 
is performed by the 
Illinois Law Enforcement 
Training and Standards 
Board Executive Institute 
at Western Illinois 
University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit 

www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

     The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and 
preparedness training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and 
recover from an emergency or disaster.  Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a 
digital copy of our brochure. 

while not necessarily mitigating large 
financial loss but instead avoiding an 
emotional one, includes providing 
adequate safety, shelter, and provisions 
in the event that your school has a living 
mascot.  For example, while Western 
Illinois University’s mascot Rocky the 
Bulldog has a 
two-legged 
costume 
version, Col. 
Rock III is a live 
mascot who 
has been with 
the university 
since 2010. 
     Named after 
Ray “Rock” 
Hanson, 
former athletic 
director and 
marine 
colonel, 
“Rocky” is very 
important to the 
WIU and Macomb, so much so that Rocky 
on Parade statues dot the landscape 
throughout campus and the community 
and a Mascot Memorial Plaza is being 
developed.  Therefore, it goes without 
saying that Col. Rock III’s welfare is taken 
very seriously.  Since bulldogs are more 
susceptible to heat than other breeds 

and, due to being short haired, they 
shouldn’t stay out in the cold very long 
either, Col. Rock III has both a handler 
and an insulated and air-conditioned 
doghouse (not pictured) with a plexiglass 
door to provide shelter and keep him 
comfortable while he is at outdoor 

events. 
     Although 
considerations 
for pet 
preparedness 
aren’t 
necessarily in 
the forefront of 
planning for 
emergencies, 
there are 
instances when 
it is important 
to have 
preparedness 
and 

contingency 
plans in place to 

ensure the safety of the animals, the 
safety of the humans they may serve, and 
to mitigate both financial and emotional 
loss.  As we finish out the month of June, 
consider what instances may require pet 
preparedness at your school or on your 
campus.  

September - National Campus Safety 
Awareness Month 

September - National Campus Fire 
Safety Month 

October 15-21, 2017 -  National 
School Safety Week 

October 16-20, 2017 -  National 
School Bus Safety Week 

October -  National Bullying 
Prevention Month 

October -  National Domestic Violence 
Awareness Month 
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