
2016 National School Response  
Conference and Exhibit 

Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning for Illinois Schools  (AA 428) 
This instructor training course develops a core cadre of trainers who will 
provide technical assistance and serve as district training resources.  

By Bob Elliott, ILETSBEI School and Campus 

Safety Program Manager 

The National School Response Conference 
and Exhibit brought together public safety 
officers, educators, and safe school 
advocates from around the country. I 
provide a synopsis of four presentations 
that were especially beneficial and may 
have application in Illinois. The common 
theme of all presentations was school and 
campus safety. However, each of the four I 
describe provide a different aspect. 
“Creating a Positive School Climate,” 
“Trauma First Aid for Schools,” “Mobile 
Emergency Response Plan,” and “The 
Bully, the 
Bullied, and the 
Bystander” each 
provide a 
perspective we 
should consider as 
it relates to our preparedness efforts. 
     How school climate affects school 
safety was presented by Ms. Cheryl 
Spittler M. Ed. of Colorado. She serves as a 
secondary teacher who is also an adjunct 
professor at the University of Northern 
Colorado.  Her message will resonate with 

faculty, staff, and administrators. The 
presentation included interactive and 
challenging information regarding the 
attitudes and beliefs of school climate and 
the influence climate has on student 
feelings of safety. Specific topics covered 

included four 
dimensions of school 
climate, setting high 
expectations for climate 
change, mitigating 
bullying’s influence on 

student learning, improving student 
behavior, and the importance of staff 
morale.  
     It may be uncomfortable to consider an 
event resulting in serious injury to 
students, faculty, or staff but the 
immediate actions taken or not taken may 
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The Illinois Emergency Management 
Agency (IEMA) has introduced Ready to 
Respond Campus, a new component of 
Illinois’ Ready to Respond effort.  
     The program is designed to enhance 
campus safety, preparedness, and 
response efforts at colleges and 
universities across Illinois. The designation 
is based on completion of required criteria 
developed by IEMA, in cooperation with a 
task force of college and university law 
enforcement and emergency 
management professionals.  
     The criteria for recognition assure an 
“all hazards” approach to planning and 
exercising for potential issues impacting 
Illinois campuses.  
     Campuses interested in the Ready to 
Respond Campus program may contact 
Abby Damm at abby.damm@illinois.gov 
for more information.  
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Keeping Campuses Safe: Training at Olive-Harvey College 

 Updating the Campus Emergency 
Operations Plan 

 Training and Exercising the 
Campus Emergency Operations 
Plan 

 All-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Colleges and 
Universities 

 Forming a Campus Behavioral 
Threat Assessment Team 

 Advanced Campus Behavioral 
Threat Assessment Team* 

 Multi-Hazard Emergency 
Planning for Higher Education 
Institutions 

 Campus-Community Emergency 
Response Team 

 Emergency Planning for Campus 
Executives 

 Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

 Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

Forming a Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment Team 

 Oct. 6 - Malcolm X City Colleges of Chicago 

 Oct. 27 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

Advanced Campus Behavioral Threat Assessment 

 June 21 - Northern Illinois University,  Hoffman Estates 

 Nov. 9 - Heartland Community College, Normal 

Illinois School and Campus Safety Program Instructors Ron Ellis and Dr. Sandra Ellis taught the “Forming a Campus Threat Assessment 
Team” course on April 8, 2016, at Olive-Harvey College, one of the City Colleges of Chicago.  

On March 28, 2016, 
Monmouth College hosted a 
Tabletop Exercise on 
campus.  College 
administrators, staff, local 
police, and emergency service 
representatives all participated 
in the exercise.  Prior to the 
start of the exercise 
participants were provided a 
refresher on the National 
Incident Management System 
and the Incident Command 
System.  A scenario was 
presented and representatives 
of both Monmouth College and 
community response agencies 
shared with the group what their response 
would be.  
     The discussions resulted in an increased 
awareness of what resources would be 
available from various agencies as well as 
the limitations on resources. The extensive 
resources that would be required in a 
major incident became apparent.  Where 

and how resources would 
be accessed, prioritized, 
utilized and coordinated 
among the many involved 
organizations was 
discussed.  The value of 
establishing a Unified 
Command very early and 
having clear objectives was a 
recurring theme.    
     The exercise was very 
successful in bringing together 
a group of college 
administrators and staff with 
area responders to meet and 
discuss many aspects of 
organizational emergency 

planning. Understanding how each 
agency’s response plan overlaps others 
and how working together from the very 
onset of an incident will result in an 
effective response.  The exercise was 
planned and conducted by Andy Davis, 
Director of Campus Safety and Security at 
Monmouth College.  

Upcoming  
Higher Ed Safety 
Courses 
Click on the course to register 

Questions? 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Andy Davis, Director of 

Safety and Security 
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▪ Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Schools 

▪ Creating an Action Plan: Forming a 
Critical Incident Response Team 

▪ Multi-Hazard Emergency Planning 
for Illinois Schools Train-the-
Trainer 

▪ Student Behavioral Threat 
Assessment Team 

▪ Advanced Student Behavioral 
Threat Assessment* 

▪ Updating the School Emergency 
Operations Plan 

▪ Training and Exercising the School 
Emergency Operations Plan 

▪ Understanding and Planning for 
School Bomb Incidents 

▪ Incident Response to Terrorist 
Bombings 

*Prerequisite 

June 15-17 - State School Administrator 
Conference,  Galesburg  

June 22-24 - Illinois  School Resource 
Officer Conference,  Normal.  

September 28-30 - Illinois Association of 
School Administrators (IASA) Annual 
Conference,  Springfield 

October 16-18 - Illinois Principals 
Association, Education Leaders Fall 
Conference,  Springfield 

November 18-20 - Joint Annual 
Conference of the Illinois Association of 
School Boards, Illinois Association of 
School Administrators, and Illinois 
Association of School Business Officials,  
Chicago 

December 5-6 - Illinois Association of 
Regional Superintendents, Raising 
Student Achievement Conference,  St. 
Charles 

The Illinois School Safety Conference was 
held in Mount Prospect, Illinois on April 
20, 2016. The conference brought 
together hundreds of educators and 
public safety officials from around Illinois 
and other states.   
     Several speakers provided expert 
information on a variety of school safety 
topics. The speakers represented the Cook 
County State's Attorney Office, Cook 
County Department of Homeland Security 
and Emergency Management, the Chicago 
FBI Office Behavioral Analysis Unit, the 
Cook County Sheriff's Police, and the Oak 
Park & River Forest High School District 
200.   
     Among the speakers was Sergeant A. J. 
DeAndrea of the Arvada, Colorado Police 
Department. DeAndrea provided a  
meaningful presentation based on his 
personal experience on the Jefferson 

County Regional SWAT Team, including 
the team’s response to three school 
shootings: Columbine High School, Platte 
Canyon High School, and Youth with a 
Mission School.  
     Several students assisted with the 
conference, including members of the 
WIU Chapter of the American Society for 
Industrial Security (ASIS). Students 
included Emily Claros, Chapter President; 
Anna Balek, Chapter Secretary; Ramon 
Hernandez; and Jake Pachuta.   
     In addition to student attendees, WIU 
Alumni Kevin Eack and Robert Elliott 
were in attendance. Eack is a former FBI 
Agent, state prosecutor, and retired 
Illinois State Police Inspector. Elliott 
provided attendees an overview of the 
resources and training available through 
the Illinois School and Campus Safety 
Program.  

School Climate: The Key to Student Engagement 

 June 14 - Macomb 

Basic Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

 July 20 - East Aurora 

 September 13 - Monmouth 

Advanced Student Behavioral Threat Assessment 

 October 11 - Monmouth 

Upcoming  
K-12 Safety 
Courses 

Click on the course to register 

Questions? 
schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

 

By Bob Elliott, ILETSBEI School and Campus Safety Program Manager 

 

Conference attendees (left to right): Jake Pachuta, Ramon 
Hernandez, Emily Claros, Anna Balek, and  Robert Elliott. 
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be the difference between life and death. 
“Trauma First Aid for Schools” provided 
attendees both classroom and hands-on 
training on bleeding control. The 
instructor, former Navy corpsman John 
Crowley, possesses extensive first-hand 
knowledge and experience needed to 
save a life, focusing on the “Platinum 
Ten” minutes. The course content is 
based on his extensive experience 
treating catastrophic gunshot and 
explosion-related wounds in combat and 
reinforces the necessity to act 
immediately to prevent death. He was 
selected as the 2015 Military Medic of 
the year and is a Purple Heart and Bronze 
Star for Valor 
recipient.  
     Every school has 
an Emergency 
Operations Plan 
(EOP). However, how 
accessible is it for 
faculty and staff to 
review or for an 
administrator to 
access and revise? The Mobile Emergency 
Response Plan or MERP is an effort to 
increase accessibility by getting the plan 
off “the shelf” and into the hands of 
those who would actual apply the plan. 
During the conference, attendees were 
exposed to the MERP App while 
participating in a tabletop exercise using 
various school scenarios. The App 
provides a platform for access to the EOP 
from mobile devices even with no 
internet signal.  A bus driver, custodian, 

or other school employee could have 
access at any time using a tablet or cell 
phone. The instructor, Mr. Gary L. Sigrist, 
is a nationally known speaker, consultant, 
author, and expert on emergency 
preparedness and is an adjunct professor 
at Franklin University in Columbus, Ohio. 
Sigrist served as the 2016 National School 
Conference chairman. 
     Lastly, every school administrator and 
school resource officer is aware of the 
negative aspects of bullying. In her 
presentation, “The Bully, The Bullied, and 
the Bystander,” Ms. Barbara Coloroso 
added depth and breadth to the issue, 
sharing concepts such as recognition of 

the triad of bullying, 
offering proven 
solutions and strategies 
to help those who are 
bullied, and to hold 
accountable and reform 
those who bully. 
Barbara is an 
international bestselling 
author and for the past 

40 years an internationally recognized 
speaker and consultant on parenting, 
teaching, school discipline, positive 
school climate, bullying, grieving, 
nonviolent conflict resolution, and 
restorative justice. Ms. Coloroso has 
appeared on Oprah, CBS, NBC, ABC, CNN, 
NPR, CBC, CTV, and BBC and has been 
featured in the New York Times, Globe 
and Mail, Time, U.S. News & World 
Report, Newsweek, and other national 
and international publications.  
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January 2017 

Las Vegas  
 

Click here to visit the 2017 
conference website. 

The Illinois School and Campus 

Safety Program is a 

partnership between the 

Illinois Terrorism Task Force 

and Western Illinois University.  

Program administration is 

performed by the Illinois Law 

Enforcement Training and 

Standards Board Executive 

Institute at Western Illinois 

University. 

ILETSB Executive Institute 

Western Illinois University 

1 University Circle 

Macomb, IL 61455 

(309) 298-2646 

schoolsafety@iletsbei.com 

Visit www.ready.illinois.gov 

Select ‘Plan and Prepare’ to 

learn more about 

requesting a course, view a 

webinar, or take a course 

online. 

Program Staff will be at these upcoming 
events: 

June 12-13 
Illinois Law Enforcement Alarm System 
(ILEAS) Conference,  Springfield  

June 17 
Teachers & Administrators Conference,  
Galesburg  

The Illinois School and Campus Safety Program provides awareness and preparedness 
training to enhance organizational capacity to plan for, respond to, and recover from 
an emergency or disaster. Contact schoolsafety@iletsbei.com for a digital copy of our 
brochure. 
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